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Pleaseyolunteer to become
the clubbds Fi
I'tds i mport an
doesn't pay well! Please,
check in with Robert Siwecki

61st ANNIVERSARY PARTY

January 15, 2012 will be a very
g

special Sunday celebrating
61st Anniversary of the Poligh
American Society of Saint Pe
It will be a memorable day i
our own hall, a hall that firg
opened on May 5, 1957.

n
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The celebration will honor and
thank all past and present offi-
cers, chairpersons and memb
of the various committeeg.
Their loyalty, untold efforts,
labors, generosity and love
our organization made athis
possible

Don Kohler will be providing
additional details in his -eail
that is distributed weekly. D¢
tails will be available at the cly
as soon as they are finalized.

Presidentds Message

As the year 2011 is coming to an end, i
2012. Dues are payable January 1 but must be paid by February 15 in order to remain
standing. Dues, $25 per person, may be paid at the club or by check to the Polish A
Society. To pay by mail, send your check and aastiressed stamped envelope to Ele
Siwecki, 5107 Dahlia Street, Pinellas P

nominate candidates for all Officer positions.
nominations or announce their candidacy in person at the meeting on Feb 22. The eled
be held at the meeting on March 28. Elected officers will assume their duties in April.

Eleanor and | wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Prosperous New Ségdeczne
Oyczwesagych $wi Nt BoUego Narodzenia i

Robert J Siwecki, President
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THE BEGINNINGS OF THE POLISH AMERICAN SOCIETY: After their retirement i
the late 1940's several Polish American families in St Petersburg felt a need for a meeti

knew that, for the few families residing in St Petersburg at the time, organizing a society
not be an easy task. No action was taken until one fortunate day when Mr & Mrs A. N4
found a parking ticket on the windshield of their car. It was signed by a police officer

Edward Mogelnicki. Immediately, they sought out this Polish officer and in conversatio
him, the subject of a Polish Society began to interest Officer MogelnicWiith Officer
Mogelnicki's association with the Police Department and the city fathers, and the enthus
Mrs Nawojski and her Polish friends, the first steps were taken to call a meeting of al
Poles in the area. Fifty invitations were mailed to people with Rebtisinding names in tf
city telephone directory. An advertisement was placed in the St Petersburg Times ne
announcing the meeting scheduled to take place at the Million Dollar Pier on January

KWhen that day arrived, an overwhelming 120 Polish Americans answered our invitatig
aims and purposes of organizing a Polish American Society were explaBechewhat late
the first venture of our Society was courageously planned to be on as large a scale as
attempted in St Pete, an Annual Ball in the Armory. The Police Department orchestra
its participation gratis as a welcome to our group. A great many Polish Americans and

friendships were mad&Vhen the Police Orchestra played the last note of "Home Sweet H
at the end of this festive evening, the treasurer found himself with a substantial am
money. The Society's prestige leaped up several rungs on the ladder of success.

from the metropolitan area enjoyed the night dining, drinking, singing and dancing. Lifg
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Three members will be appointed to the Nominating Committee in December. They will
In addition, members may submit written

tion will
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for people of Polish descent to gather and enjoy the traditions of their Polish culturg.
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SUNDAY DANCE SCHEDULE FOR YOUR | NFORMATI ONE.
(4 to 7 PM)

SUNDAY FOOD Special thanks to all the great cooks who are doing a lot within
Dec 4: FLORIDA HONKY BAND their limits. But, much more help is needed with cooking, serving and cleaning
Dec 11: NU SOUNDZzZ up! Please volunteer! Call Gloria Smolick at (727) 463845 to help.When our
Dec 18: SOUNDS OF THE SOUTH attendance is small, food sales are small. Only about one third of people atfending
Dec 25: Closed for Christmas buy food. One third of a small number
Jan1l: Closed for New Years Day benefit. Whatos happening now? We¢ or e
Jan8: NORTHERN SOUNDS between 3:00 and 4:30 PM whenever a dance is scheduled! Please, call Beverly
Jan 15: NU SOUNDZzZ Wolanyk (727) 52656835 to reserve a meal or to inquire if the kitchen will be open.
Jan 22: FLORIDA HONKY BAND If you leave voice malil, please include your phone number.
Jan 29: B SHARPS
Feb 5: NU SOUNDZ SUNDAY DANCES December dances are scheduled on Dec 4, 11 and 18. No| dance
Febl2: POLKA GENERATION is scheduled on Christmas Day and New Years Day. Beginning Sun Jan 8, p012, a
Feb 19: B SHARPS dance will be held every Sunday, 4 to 7 PM.
Feb 26: NORTHERN SOUNDS
Mar 4: NU SOUNDZ NEWSLETTER: Please, #nail your address tBlorianWZ@Yahoo.comto get an
Mar 11: FLORIDA HONKY BAND el ectronic copy of the newsl etter| as

time! Thank You very much!
CLUB NEWS
) . . ) CLUB MEETINGS: Board and general membership meetings are now combined and
Get well wishes: Margaret Maiocchihas | Wi start at 6:30 PM on Wednesday evenings. The next meetings are scheduled

not been feeling well . mil nil
| a dydean Stott is back in the hospital. for Decébér21, 8d11, Janlla y 2 ,56’1& and February 22, 2012.

Get well Jean! . .
EMERGENCY CONTACT: Please call Robert Siwecki (727) 54645.
Condolences:Our long time membehl
Kuzmeskuspassed away. He was 93 years | SUNSHINE LADY: Please call Bernadine Yencha (727) 24083.

old and a fAjolly golojd fellow.d Sympathy to

Wanda & family.- Stanley (Stas) Skorusa | | pQLISH AMERICAN SOCIETY HALL RENTAL: Our beautiful hall is available]
lost his Irglogcf_\rolén_e %korusa' Sshe Washloz for weddings, dances, meetings, anniversaries, birthdays and other events. [The
éfars old! she lived In Daytona. Sympathy tc hall seats 225 people and has a good wooden dance floor, bar and kitexeat.

as & family.- Sunshine LadBernardine .

Yenchalost another sibling back in May. fees cannot be quqted here because it depen_ds on the n_umber of hours,_wh ath_er or
Her brother Syl passed away in Pennsylvanip. N0t one uses the kitchen or bar and other variables. Society members will rgceive a
Bernie is the last surviving sibling in her discount. For further information please call Bob at (727)&445.
family of nine brothers & sisters. Sympathy
to Bernie and family- Barbara P o p | a w s| KRIIA: Henry B Krajewski ran for President of the USA in 1952 and 1956. The

brother, Donald Grim of Livingston, NJ, name of his bar in Secaucus, NJ was Tammany Hall.
passed away. Only 3 of 11 siblings are stil
alive but many wonderful memories remain. HORSING AROUND: T h e

Sympathy to Barbara, Gene and their family. name of Josef Pigsudsklios

WIGILIA : The most beloved and beautiful Polish festivity is that of Christmas Eve. That is when the Wigilia, or Christ
Dinner, is served. The solemnly celebrated occasion arouses deep feelings of kinship among family nfenbeficre sittin
down at the table, everyone breaks the traditional esarf|ler,

by mail to the absent family membeds. The Wigilia dinner differs from other evening meals in that the number of coursesds$ fix
at seven, nine or eleven. According to myth, in no case may there be an odd number of people at the table, otherd/isenitejs sa
feasters would not live to see another Christmas. A lighted candle in the windows symbolizes the hope that the Gduditd) in t
of a stranger, may come to share the Wigilia. An extra place is set at the table for the unexpected guest. This bietef
ancient Polish adage, "A guest in the home is God in the h@n&he Wigilia is a meatless meal, no doubt the result of a-long
time Church mandate that a strict fast (one meal) and abstinence (no meat) will be observed on this day before Chhistgigs. Alt
the Church laws have been revised to permit meat to be eaten on Christmas Eve, the traditional meal remains meatiesssDinner
served during a traditional Wi gilia are mushroom ®@beganyg boi
and sauerkraut (groch i kapusta), a dried fruit compote, babka, placek, assorted pastries, nuts and candies.

After the meal, the members of the family sing Poliséa Chi
Christmas tree or choinka for the gift exchange to begin.
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BOOSTERS $5 SUPER BOOSTERS $25 SILVER BOOSTERS $50
CENTURY BOOSTERS $100 GOLD BOOSTERS $250

Donations in last 12 months; Date refers to next donation; See Polka Pat or mail $$ to the Polish American Society

Super Boosters Boosters Michurski, Gloria 5/11
Cal dwel | , i MA2 k Beim, Monia*** 3/12 Misiewicz, Jane 1/13
Donahue, Wanda 2/12 Burkett, Larry 10/12 Mitzewich, Rene 2/12
Fiorentino, Jerry 2/12  Burkett, Randy 11/12 Mitzewich, Steve 2/12
Hadersbeck, Bill 4/12  Cicale, Joanne 11/12 Ochal, Sue 3/12
Jakubowski, Caroline 3/12  Cichowski, Kenneth 11/13 Pavlin, Mike 3/12
Jakubowski, Robert 3/12  Debski, Tadeusz 12/11 Paplowski, Anna 4/12
Jurek, William 1/12 DeCurtis, Jane 2/12 Ruginski, Alice 5/11
Juricic, Steve 12/11  DeCurtis, Mario*** 2/12 Ruginski, Walter 5/11
Kardel, Gertrude 2/12 Durczynski, Jullie 4/12 Ruszkowski, Anne 12/12
Karwoski, Frank 2/12 Durczynski, Ron 4/12 Siwecki, Eleanor 10/11
Krall, Hedy 12/11  Geoffroy, Jane 3/12 Siwecki, Robert 10/11
Kruk, Milton 3/12  Groesbeck, Jackie 4/12 Skorusa, Patricia*** 3/12
| Kruk, Stephanie 3/12  Groesbeck, Ray 4/12 Smolick, Gloria 10/11
Lyman, Agnes 2/12  Gumienny, Ed 1112 gmolinski. Frank** 1/12
Century Club Lyman, Lou 2/12  Holzmann, Katalin 3112 gmolinski. Jane 112
Burkowski, Ed 112 Morgan, Mildred 2/12  Jacoby, Michael 5/11  gopel, Petert 3/12
Jakubowski, Kenneth  4/11  p,qja\ski; Eugene 3/12  Kimak, Dot 1012 Turk Brad 3/12
Jakubowski, Mary 411 gehatz, Stephanie 3/12  Kimak, Ed 1012 Tyrk Corinne 3/12
Kohler, Alice 2112 gyorusa, Bill 3/12  Klazer, Arlene*** 112 \yalsek Wil 412
Kohler, Don 2/12 ; ok 12 aisex, wiima
RoKosy. Thomas 312 Simms, Cathy 1/12  Klazer, Pearce 1 Walsek, Walter 11/12
, Stott, Jean 3/12  Kopec, Gene 9/11 Young, Arlie 5/11
) Tinsley, Joe 12/11  Kopec, Lois 9/11 '
Silver Boosters Wolanyk, Beverly 10/12  Kryk, Carole 2/12 \Z(gtrnz%mllggf t;(;;gk iﬁé
Beakes, Shirley 3/11 Zacharek, Elizabeth 3/12  Kryk, Gerry 2112 7pesko Re’ ie 3/12
Bernadyn, Madeline**  1/12 7q2n6\ski, Louise 5/12  Kuch, Virginia 8/12  Ziclinski Flgrgi]an 3/12
(B:?srr?|2c\j$:<rzlz S/f\?jve?e ;; ig Zdanowski, Richard 5/12  Kurdziel, Rich 3/12 ’
Obremski, Charles**  11/12 mg}g\?vcsmi’ '\,\/}'aalrr?:;et g;ﬁ *“** In memory
Obremski, David 11/12 '

Your name could be here!

SZOPKI: A long-time tradition in Poland during the Christmas season is the building of "Szopki" (pronouncdaghophich
are an elaborate form of the Nativity scene. This tradition started back in the 13th century in Krakow, Poland, andhremnaials a
tradition. Major prizes are awarded for the most elaborately decorated and designed Szopki.

NEW YEARS EVE: New Years Eve in Poland is known as Sylvester. According to Polish folklore, Pope Sylvester | imprisoned a
dragon called Leviathan who was to escape on the first day of the year and indulge in great mischief. This dragon hexddhe pow
devour the land and the people and to set fire to the heavens. On New Years Eve, when the dragon was imprisoned,dhere was
rejoicing.

TRZECH KROLI (Three Kings): The communist government canceled celebration of Trzech Kroli (Three Kings) as a National
holiday 50 years ago. An act of Parliament in 2011 restored its original status. Now, Trzech Krdli is celebrated intgpand tias

Three Kings, sometimes riding camels, pass out sweets. Everyone sings carols and priests preach about the spirine gignifica
Trzech Krdli, also known as Epiphany. Poles take small boxes containing chalk, a gold ring, incense and a piece oftantber to ¢
to be blessed in memory of the gifts of the Three Kings. Upon returning home, they inscribe the year and "K+M+B+" with the
blessed chalk above the main door in the home to provide protection against illness and misfortune for those withéns Withlett

a cross after each one, stand for the names of the Three Kitagpar, Melchior and Balthazar. They remain above the dodr unti
they are inadvertently dusted off or replaced by new markings the next year. A Three Kings cake with a single almongideaked in
is served on January 6. The one who gets the nut is king or queen for the day and will be lucky in the coming yeardlledeoh K
signals the beginning of fAzapustyo or carnival time, when

CANDLEMAS DAY, Feast of Purification, 40 days after Christmas In Poland, candles decorated with symbols and ribbons are
taken from home to be blessed in the church. The Polish custom is to burn the blessed candle during the Candlemae aight befor
icon of AThe Blessed Virgin Mary. o0 Many years ago, when t
keep the wolves away during very cold winter nights. Now, our "wolves" tend to be of a different sort, but the piousobarning
blessed candle and prayers offered to Mary still keeps them at bay. This tradition gives Candlemas Day its Polish hame, Ma
Boska Gromniczna or, Mother of God of the Blessed Thunder Candle.






